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I. Hat is the meaning of the prefent U. 
- ’ ) \ ' j nion berween the Rresbycerians. and In- 


‘ dependents ? And whether a, Univer: 
fal Accommodation amongft Proteftants may ever be ex- 
ed ? 

ay The Propofer of this Queftion has branch’d ic 
into cwo parts, either of which require a diftin& An- 
fwer, which we fhall endeavour té give him as fuccina- 
iy (and yer as fully) as may he. 

* Ror the firft, (viz.) .What is the. meaning of che pre- 
fent union between the Presbyterians and Independents ; 
let him take this Briefly: Hig idle 

’Twas the Honourable Character of the Primitive Cini- 
fiians, that they did glory in af undiilembled affeGion, 
which the fierceft Scorms of Perfecution conld not a- 
bate ; infomuch that thofe who were Enemies both to 
their Perfons and Doétrin, . obferv'’d of them, Viderg ut 
bi Chriftiani mutuo flaghantur amore: See how thefe Chri- 
flians love one another! And certainly if Chriftian Unit 
was ſo commendable a Virtue, when che Church of Chri 
was (asic were) in its infers, there is no reafon wh 
it fKould be look’d upon with a lefs favourable afpe 
now, when being arriv’d to a greater Maturitey a per- 
fe&ion of Graces cannot be efteemed unneceflary to com- 
pleat its luftre : Efpecially, if we refle& upon the ill 
confequences that have atrended at a difunion of Per. 
fons adoring the fame Deity ,. and profefling che fame 
Faith in all ages and places of the World. , 

All Difanion in Religious Worthip is founded upon 
a difference of Opinio, either in things Fundamencal, 
or things Circumftantial 5, now as ‘tis highly culpable ro 
be circumftantial in Fundamentals, fo 'tis equally abfard 
to be fundamental in Circumftancials. We frequently per- 


ceive that paffionate Difputes darken our Reafons, but feldom- 


that they enlighten our Underftandings 4 and. *tis no {mall 
ftep cowards a Frienafhip, to. manage a Controverfy 
with Moderation, for in all contefts of this nature, chat 
Pacifick Spirit which che Gofpel requires, (founded up. 


on Humility) ought to be extended: to its urmoft La- . 


titude, 

We find it recorded in Hiftory, as a glorious inftance 
of Se/f conqueft in Ariftippus, that having been engag’d 
in a Quarrel with the Philofopher Aſchine⸗, (chough per- 
haps imagining himfelf in the right) he came to petition 
for a Reconciliation ; yet adding , that being the Elder 
Man, he fuppofed it the duty of the other who was his 
Inftriour,*to make the firft fiep cowards it. But A/chi. 


nes replied , By this l am fenfible.of your Superiority, - 


nor in Years only, buc in Wifdom in that when I be. 
gan the Feud, You are the Perfon that ended it. 

Thefe now United Brethren, the Presbyterians and In- 
dependents, have imitated Ariftippus in making equal 1J 
vances to demolifh chat partition Wall of: difunion which 
a long time has been the fubje& of .fo general a lamen- 
tation ; and this have they done nor for any private 
ends, or by-refpeés, but only: to ize themfelves to 
thofe bleſſea Spirits compofing the Church of Chrift above, in 
whofe Hearts perfett lave and unity are the mbft predomi- 
nant affections. To conelpde then, they having be- 
fore differed chiefly in poine of Ecclefiaftical Go- 
vernmene and Congregational Worfhip, their Aims 
and Intentions are now (if we*may believe their own 
Words,) to be Debtors to each others in nothing but 
Love. ’ ‘ * — 

Now for the ſecond Queftion, Whether a univerfal ac- 
commodation amongit Proreftams may ever be expe&ed, 
we think nor fo rightly flared by che Querift, asif he 
had ask’d whether it might ever be effefled? However be- 
ing a more comprehenfive Queftion than che other, it 
Will require afujcable Anſwer; in giving which, we 
—* prolixity will not be look'd upon as burden. 
om ne . ey 


We fuppofe (without the cenfure of poling « rafh un- 
deliberate judgment, fubmirting,to thofe who are én- 
dued wich beiter underflandiags) we may refolve it in 
the affirmative, that it may be not only ex >» bue 
efleGed , if Providence fo pleafes , efpecially fince the 
trurh of ovr Afferttomis corroborated with fych acloud 
of Wicnefics, 


To anfwer this, we fhall therefore lay down diverfe 
Pofitions , .illuftrating and clearing the matter in que- 
thion, to which-many eminent Divines and others of the 
Church of England, (Meu no lefs eminent for che Piery 
of, cheir Converfations, than remarkable for the great- 
nefs of heir Learning.) have given their Suffrages, as 
we fhall proye out of their own Writings 5 and chen ‘asa 
Corrolary fabjoyn. the feafability of ic by way of Inference 
from the Premifes 

To begin then and demonſtrate, chat ‘tig a great a- 
batement of dur Rancour, and no {mall flep towards an 
accommodation, when we believe our Adverjaries to be Gods 
Friends ; we fhall borrdw the words of Reverend Dr, 
Cave, (whom the Lives of the Primitive Fathers have 
rendered fo illuftrious) in his Gofpel Preach'd, p, 98. 
Many of the Presbyterjan Perfwafion, (fays ve) ave not on- 
ly found apd orthodox in the main Articles of the Reformed 
Religion, bur learned and able Defenders of it, xealous Pro. 
tefters againft all the horrid wickednefs of this day (fpeak- 
ing of the goth of gan.) and affive Inftruments in bringing 
home our Bapifh’d King. | * 
. We fhall from the words of Learned Dr. Sherlock, 
fhew You, that’ though "tis the property and practice of 
Papifts to exclade chofe from Heaven who are not Mem- 
bers of cheir Communion, yer Proreftants‘allow ſuch ¢- 

ually capable of Salvation wich chemfelves, if right in 
the main, though they do nor comply wich cheir fuper- 
added modes of Worfhip. Dr. Sherlock in Rel. Affem. 
Pp. 96. Others (fays he) are feandalized at the great va- 
riety of Religions; but if wife, feeing there is fo much dif- 
pute which is the true Religion, they would ufe the greater di- 
ligence and banefty to find it ext , and * that God would 
pardon thofe miftakes which are meerly the erromrs of their 

Vnderftandings, when they offer unto bim a pious and devout >’ 


Soul. ) a 

Dr, Wake lets us know, that-*ris che generally received 
Opinion of the mers oh ifts, that moft others, 
though branch’d into feveral SeGs, and d in 
Circumftancials , are yet united in Fendamentals.. Dr. 
Wake’s Sermon on Rom, 15. $56.7 Pp. 16, 17. Our Dif- 
ferences do not at all concern the foundations either of Faith 
or Worfhip, and are therefore fuch in-which good Men if they 
be otherwife diligent and. fincere in their Enquiry, may 
differ without any prejudice to themfelvet, or any juft re- 


fection oe the truth »of their common Pr , 
We thal! thew you from the words of B Pierfon, 
that though we differ in lefs momentous We are 


iced in one common fummary of our Faith ( 
* that we call che ** Creed) ‘com chendivg ai 
the truths neceflary for Salvation. Bifhop Pierfon in 
Apoftlés Creed. Te Creed (faith he 


Pref.to Expof. of Apoft 
without —“ , is a brief comprebenfion of the object 
of our Chriftian Faithy&c. * é wt 
Will ye yer admit of che Suffrage and 'Teftimony of an- 
other Prelate (if the former be infufficient,) and that 
is Bifhop Andrews, from whofe words we thall make ic 
obvious to every common Underftanding , that moft of 
as Soa eee a oe 
and that {carce t r sever 
the liberty to Posi cheir ing 3 » for af- 
ferting Heretical and Damnable Pofitions. 
and if it be Herefy, being about a 


Dilpute, whether Epifcopacy be a diftin® ofder from Press 
tery , it wil not be amongjt thofe things that St. Pecer cals 


Damnable Herefie. , 
Thé Reverend Prelate, of Armagh , Holy Ufher , does 
almoft in. terminis ic-ashis Opinion, that che 
the publick ought not cto be fhac a. 
gainft fach who Ofeoce is omly co ilty of leffer er. 
rors’s And. hils ¢ was none of che leaft of his 
Vertues. Jn his Direfions concerning Liturgies and Epif- 
le — be excom- 


win P. —* 
wilful contempt. Ydem in lib. 7. Body of + ' 
‘ideo belies | The 
ae 


‘a Wise : 
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d Wis ee Tx 
— ——— 


© The eed Maer of nin Clete, ht 
‘digy of Learning and Ingenuity, Dr. Barrow, nes 
ws; that as it is our priviledge ro ybe uaiged under one 


. Head, fo.it.js oar Dury to our : 
ther 5 i Sermons: on ta Romans, 
Tit Men of recks end’ B 


with Men of all Nations, Jews ata G arbarians 
of all Seis and Religions, Perfecuting jews, and Idolarrows 
Heathens (as at that time) Men of all Judgments and Per- 
fwafions, neither is there any evading our Obligation to this 
duty, by pretendin: of others, that they entertain Opinions er- 
roneous, and-contrary to aurs , and that they adbere to Ses, 
and Parties which we dijlike and difavow ; that they are not 
fo Virtuous , fo Religious , fo Holy as they fhould be’; or at 
leaft not ina manner as we would have them. 


Thé Author of the whole Duty of Man, whofe Mo- 


defty in concealing his Name, is not inferior to his other 
excellencies, aflures:us, that mutuai forbearances of onc 
another in Love, is neceflary amongft Chriflians. The 
leffzr differences (faith he,) in Opinion may be born with on 
both fides, and muft not tn the leaft abate our BrotBerly Chari- 
ty to each orber King Charlies: the Firft, inhis Eikon Bafilike, 
has this Expreffion npon calling rhe Scots, and their com- 
ing in; Surely in matters of Religion, thofe truths gain moft 
on Mens Fudgments and Confciences , which are leaft urg d 


with fecular violence, which weakens truth with prejudices ; 
Idem upon the Covenant, Ejac. 2.. Nothing violent or inju- 


rious can be Religiow ; which peg! intimaces, that as 
‘twas never the Method ufed by the Primitive Chri- 
ftiars ( whofe Weapons, were Preces (7 —2 
in former Ages, to convince their gain-fayers by rugge 
Methods, fo neither ought it to be the praGice of the 
moderate ones. "T'was acclebrated Poca of Judge 
Milton, at a Charge (which we our felves heard) chat 
Moderation bas made many a Chriftian, but Severity 
never made any. Aad ‘cis the Expreffion of Bifhop Zzy- 
br in his Advice to.bis Clergy, p. 25, Ufe na Violence to any 
Man, to bring bim to your Opinion, but by the Word of your 
Miniftry, 8c. 

From that great good Man Judge Hale, we may 
learn that even where their Confeffions of Faith have 
differ’d , they have encertain’d Peaceable Sentiments 
for cach other, in bis Difc. of Rel. p. 11. The wife and 
fober. fort of Conformifts, (fays he,) know and profefs 
this, that a Man may be a good and excellent Chriftian, wn- 
der this Epifcopal, or any other form of Church Govern - 
went. 

And chat their defire has been Peace and Unity, may 
be eafily inferr’d from thefe pathetical Words of thar 
ong Man, Bifhop Hall, in bis Works, Pp. 426. Zea (fays 

c) let me beg Peace as for Life, Sec. and though our Brains 
be different, let our Heart be one. 

And now to conclade , we fhall fhew you chat their 
pradice has been conformable co thefe (above secited) 
Opinions, from that celebraréd Example of Ridley and 
Hooper, which you meet in Fox's Affs and Monuments, p. 
121. New Edition, Thefe two Eminent Lights of the 
Church having before had fome difagreement about the 
Ceremonial Worfbip, that was then ft aſſerted 
fome, when ir ed God that for the Truths fake) they 
were both caft into Bonds in Prifon, they prefently united 
in che Bonds of Peace; as is evident from thefe words 
of Ridley, But now my dear Brother, forafinuch as I under. 
fland by your Works, which 1 have but fuperficially feen, that 
we throughly agree, and wholly confent together in thofe things 
which are the ds and fi ial ‘points of our Religion, 

ainft the which the World fo furionfly ragetb in thefe oxr 

493; bowfoever in times paft , by certain by-matters and 
circumftances of Religion, you Wifdem and my Simplicity (I 
grant) bath a little jarred, each of us following the abun- 
dance of bis own Senfe and Fudgmeat : Now I fay, be you 
affured, that even with my whole Heart (God is my Witne/s 
in the Bewels of Chrift , I love you in the truth, and fo 
the truths fake which abideth in us, and as I am per- 
fwaded, fhall by the Grace of God abide in ys for ever 
more, &. Farewell, N. Ridley. 

We fhall tire your Patience bat with one Infance more, 
and that is of Bifhop Greenbaum, who being ask'd by the 
Lord Treafurer Cecil.whatit was that occafion’d the divi- 


fens of that Age ; The failt —— on both ſide⸗ and on’ 


neither side, for the Godly-wife on both fides bear with 
each other, and concur in the main; but there are fame 
ie. " peevi{h Spirits on borh fides, and thefe make the 
warrel, ; 
To be brief chen, do we with chat which is (or ought 
to be) the defire and endeavours of all eood Men, viz. to 
fet che Proveftant Religion flow ifh at in Truth and Peace, fo 
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in Unity ? then let us endeavour to eftablith an ammeffie or 
A& of Oblivion in every one of our Breaits , totally obli- 
licerating whatever. general Injuries or perfohal affronrs, . 
have b iven or received on either fide ; which is 
the rath not the only way.) co eſſect fo glorious a 
work as an.untverfab Accommodation. · ; A ff 

And now to put a period to che matter, afid fo fulfil 
our promife, Have we the word of a King on our fide, the 
fiffrages of an Arch-bifhop, and feveral other Prelates, 
and this alfo confirm’d by the concurrent Notes of g 
Lord Chief Juftice, and divers eminent Divines 5 We may 
certaitily be allowed ‘to aver, that an untwerfal agree. 
ment atmong-Proceftants is very poffible if not equally pros 
bable, which we lay down noi dogmatically, referving 
to our (elves aliberry of retracting this opinion when. 
ever we fhall fee reafon to conform to a better; nam 
non evit pudor ad meliora tranfire. : 

Queft. 2. Whether is there fuch a thing a, a Petri. 
fation of Wood, ¢'c: and. bow is it effédted ? 

Anfw. Inftances are, —~Kornman (de Air. Mort.) fays 
he faw a Body of a Man ttexhe River Anien, near Zybur, 
chat was petrified 5. Titus Celſus a Patriciun of Rome , af. 
firms, that he hath alfo {een this Body. There are found 
upon the Sands of chat River, petrified Almonds, Fenel 
Seeds, and Annife, wich other things - the Naturalifts 
thereabout give this Reafon; The River arifes from cold 
Sulphureous Veins; derived from Subrerranean Mettals, and 
therefore by a kind of Natural Virtue, it confoltdares and 
agglutinates all kind of Bodies, as Sticks; Leaves, &c. and 
palling over Solid Bodies, it by degrees, wraps them about 
with a Stony Bark. — Schenk OW: lib. 4. Says a Woman 
of Sens in Burgundy, went 28 Tears, with a dead Child in 
her Womb ; at laft dying her felf, fhe was opened, and 
in her Betly , chere was found a Stone, having all che 
Limbs and exg proportions of a €bildof nine Months old : 
The Phyfitians gave this reafon for its petrifagtion; the 
flimy matter of a Childs Body retains a natural aptitude for 
confolidation, when it meets with an extraordinary beat of 
the Matrix. We have Inſtances enough in our-own Coun. 
try of petrifattion by Cold Water, as in York(hire, Derpy. 
foire, &c, which no doubt have the Qualiry of the fore. 
fm River Anien, and the fame reafon for Petri- 

ion. 

eft. 3. Whether Babel’s Builders bad attained their de. 
fired_ends, if their Languages bad not been Confounded 5 
Seeing it is written, now nothing will be reftrained from 
them which they have Imagined to do? 

Anfw, Tis impoffible a Tower fhould be. built up to 
Heaven, if.by Heaven is meant the Celum Stellatum, or 
Firmament, becaufé the Air would be too much rarified and 
thin for refpiration, atid confequently to live in. Bue? up~ 
ona fuppofition, that the Am would be as proper and 
natural to breath in fome Thoufand Miles Sigh, as upon 
Teneriffe, whofe perpendicular ts Seven Miles in heighth, 
yet rhe Builders muft Dye, and then the Work muft ftand 
ftill, ic coming in time to be above an Ages Travail ; and 
therefore whoever went on purpofe to carry on the 
Work, would dye by the way, or be too old for the 


‘ Work when he came there. The meaning of thofe words, 


Now nothing will be reftrained from thein which they have 
imagined to do, feems to import thus much , Thar the 
wickednefs ‘of that Age was artived to that degree, thac 
the law of Nature was too much effaced to give any 
Check to the Exorbitancy of their Imagination 5 but that 
they would pufh on without any Controul, whatever the 
Devil or their own Devices could fuggeft. Not thar they 
had power to accomplifh, but a precipitate yeadinefs to une 
dertake any thing that was not vertuous, 

Queft. 4. Why are Springs found at the top of the higheft 
Mountains ? : 

Anfw. That the World is round, —** irregular 
by reafon of Mountains, Plains and Valleys, is granted on 
all hands ; as alfo, chat the Earth and, Water makes this 
Rotundity, or round Globe , whofe Center ‘is juft in the 
middle of icfelf, But now according to that Maxim of 
Hydranlick, Water cannot afcend bjgher than the place of its 
Original 5 fo that we muft find ſome other Original chan 
the Sea, Virtuofo’s grant , that in a tranfimatatien of E- 
lements, ten Meafures of Air wil produce one of Water. 
Now all Vacuitiés in che Earth , are fupplied by Air, 
and Mourtains have more than Plains, being not fo much 
com on every fide ; wherefore this Air flagnates 
for want of Motiod, and by the Coldnefs of the Earth, 
condepfes into Water , and lies or gives Life co 
the Springs in thofe Mountanow Places, and that-with- 
Out any Subterraneous Paffages chither. 
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